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The Scripture
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have
become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned
it, and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are
able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be

thoroughly equipped for every good work.
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The Sermon

It's hard to believe that we' ve come to the end of these 40 Days of
Purpose. We're going to celebrate that milestone but, before we do, let’s
look at what we've learned. The Bible saysin Deuteronomy 11:2,
“Remember today what you have learned about the Lord through your
experiences with Him.” It’ s been said that “those who will not learn
from history are doomed to repeat it.” The book of Judgesisfull of
people who had to learn their lessons over and over again, but some
things can only be learned through experience.

What an experience these 40 Days have been! Through our
reading, our worship services, our study groups, our sharing, and our
Mission and Ministry Fair, we' ve learned so much. Today we're going
to look at what we' ve learned.

What have we learned? First of all, we learned that it’s all about
God, not me. Not you, not me, but God. The Bible saysin Hebrews

2:10, “God is the one who made all things and all things are for His
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glory. He wanted to have many children share His glory.” The purpose
of your lifeisfar greater than your own happiness. It’s greater than your
fulfillment. It’s greater than your success. It’s greater than your dreams
and ambitions. Y ou were made by God and for God and, until you
understand that, life just doesn’t make any sense. God made you for
Himself and He made you to be part of His family.

A second thing we learned is that God still does miracles. The
Bible saysin Psalm 77:14, “You are the God of miracles and wonders!
You still demonstrate Your awesome power.” Let me share just one of
those miracles with you. When we first started talking about 40 Days of
Purpose, many said it wouldn’t work. In fact, it was their confidence
that it wouldn't work that led some folksto approveit in the first place.
They said that, if we got 5 or 6 groups going, we'd be lucky. Instead, we
have 39 groups with more than 300 people attending regularly. That's a
miracle. Even more miraculous, many of these groups are talking about

continuing after the 40 Days of Purpose are over.
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We' ve also learned that lifeis preparation for eternity. This
world can be cool and it can be cruel. Thank God this world is not our
home. Why do people suffer? Because thisisn’t heaven. God put us here
to prepare us for eternity. We know this deep inside. The Bible saysin
Ecclesiastes 3:11, “God has planted eternity in the human heart.”
Everyone looks forward to eternity or tries to ignore the voice of eternity
whispering in their ear. The Purpose Driven Life prepares us for
eternity.

Part of that preparation islearning and living our 5 pur poses for
life. The Bible saysin Proverbs 16:4, “ The Lord has made everything
for His purpose.” We've learned that God made us for five purposes. we
were Planned for God'’ s Pleasure, Formed for God's Family, Created to
Become like Christ, Shaped to Serve God, and Made for aMission. The
Bible calls these: Worship, Fellowship, Discipleship, Ministry, and

Evangelism. That’s what we were made for.
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The remarkable thing is, that’s also what our chur ch was made
for. Jesus said, “ Y ou shall love the Lord your God with al your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with al your strength;
and you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mark 12:30-31) We cdll
this “The Great Commandment.” Loving God is Wor ship. Loving
othersisMinistry. Jesus said, “Go into al the world and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey all that | have commanded
you.” (Matthew 28:19-20) We call this“The Great Commission.”
Making disciplesis Evangelism. Baptizing them, in other words,
incorporating them in the family of God, is Fellowship. Teaching them
to obey all that Christ commanded is Discipleship.

At Sugar Creek, we do thingsin Bs. We call ourselves, “ A Place
for Beginning, Becoming, Belonging.” That's Christ’s Great
Commission in adlightly different order. It's Evangelism,

Discipleship, and Fellowship — pure and ssimple. If we add two more Bs
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— Blessing God and Benefiting Others—for Christ's Great
Commandment, we have the sum total of what God is calling usto do
and to be, both as individuals and a church. The order doesn’t matter.
What mattersisour faithful response.

Many of us have grown spiritually these 40 Days. That's why we
did this study during Lent. The Christian faith has always used Lent as a
time for spiritual growth. What did we lear n about spiritual growth?
Well, we learned that we grow through making commitments and
through fellowship. Going to church isimportant, but it takes more than
going to church to grow. Y ou haveto act on what you’' ve learned. The
Bible saysin James 2:17, “Faith by itsdlf, if it is not accompanied by
action isdead.” Going to church is good, but you could go to church for
therest of your life and, if you don’'t do anything withit, it won't do you
any good. It might keep you off the streets, but it won’t get you onto the

streets of gold. It won’t get you into heaven. Make your commitments to
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God and others —live up to them — and you’ || become more and more
like Christ.

We also grow through fellowship. If you want to be holy, then
hang around other people, because holiness only comes through love
and you can't love others unless you' re with them. Y ou can worship
God in acrowd, but you can only grow inasmall group.

To demonstrate that, |I' d like to ask everyone who's been in a small
group these 40 Days to stand. Look around you. These are the people
who know what I’ m talking about. They’re the ones who get it. We're
going to give each of you a certificate for your commitment to the
program — many of you already have yours — but your greatest gift will
be what you lear ned and experienced in your small group. | want you
to read a verse of scripture with me while you' re standing, because
you're living proof of what it says. It's from Proverbs 27:17. Will you
read it with me? “ Asiron sharpensiron, so people can improve each

other.” I'd like to ask you a question, “How many of you can honestly
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say, ‘| grew more with other people than | would’ ve grown on my
own?” Can | seeyour hands? | thought so. Y ou may be seated.
Thisiswhy we're not going to stop talking about small groups at
Sugar Creek, not until everyone's connected somewhere, because you
can’t grow without other people. Y ou need lots of peoplein your life
who can help you grow, develop, and feel the love of Christ. For those
of you who are new to Sugar Creek or just didn’t get into agroup, we're
starting new groups in a couple of weeks. Please watch the program and
join any group that interests you. Better yet, pick atime, atopic, and a
place to meet — gather a group of like-minded people —and Julie Baliva,
our Director of Small Groups, will help tailor a group just for you.
Please read that next verse with me. It comes from Philippians 4:9.
“Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and
heard, and the God of peace will be with you.” Why would you stop
doing what helps you the most? Y ou need to stay in agroup. You have

three options, okay? Y ou can stay in the group you're in and that’ s fine.
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If you do, you'll probably want to take a couple weeks off for Easter, but
stay in touch with each other and plan what you’ re going to do next.

Second, you could always join a new group. We' ve been listening
to what you tell us and we'll be starting new groups in response to your
needs. Most of them will have to meet off-site until we' ve added onto
our building, but that’s OK. Many of you have discovered the joys of
meeting in homes, schools, workplaces, and so on. Some of you have
been ingenious in picking where you met. Keep up the good work!

Finally, you can start your own group. Some of you were halfway
through these 40 Days of Purpose when you said, “I could ve been a
host. | could do that.” If you want to host a small group, in your home or
someplace else, just let us know. Y ou can call the church office, write it
on your Sunday Stub, or send us an email. Julie will follow through.

L ook with me at Hebrews 10:25. It says, “We should not stop

gathering together with other believers. Instead, we must continue to
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encourage each other even more.” Why? Because we grow through
fellowship.

What else have we learned? Well, we' ve learned something about
our community. We' ve learned that people are hungry for spiritual
truth. Many of you were surprised at who said “Yes’ when you invited
them to your group. Y ou didn’t expect such awarm response; but the
fact is, the world ishungry to know God's love and to understand God' s
purposes. The big myth isthey’ re not interested. Jesus said in John 4:35,
“Look around you! Vast fields of human souls are ripening all around us
and they are ready now for reaping.” God will use you if you make
yourself available. He' s already used many of you.

Where do we go from here?

WEell, let me share a couple things | think God wants us to do.

First, He wants you to start living what you’ve learned. Put it into

practice. All the knowledge in the world is worthless unless we practice
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it. The Bible says this over and over again. | could give you dozens of
passages to prove it, but let me give you three:

John 13:17 says, “Now that you know these things, you will be
blessed if you do them.” The blessing doesn’t come from knowing the
purposes of life. It comes from doing them.

Ephesians 5:15 says, “Live life with a due sense of responsibility,
not as those who do not know the meaning of life but as those who do.”
Y ou now know what lifeis all about. Don’'t go back to your old ways of
living for things, pleasure, power, prestige and success. Y ou know the
meaning of life now. Y ou were planned for God'’ s pleasure, so worship
God in al you think and say and do. Y ou were formed for God's family,
so fellowship with other believers. Y ou were created to be like Christ,
shaped to serve God, and made for amission, so build your life on these
truths. The Bible saysin Philippians 3:16, “ Now that we're on the right

track, let’s stay on it!”
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L et me give you a couple suggestions for doing that. One, how
many of you remember ever ything you read in the book? Can | see your
hands? That’s what | thought. Our minds have an amazing ability to
forget things. | suggest you reread The Purpose Driven Life, a chapter a
day, for the next 40 days. Today is Palm Sunday. It's aweek until
Easter. Y ou can have the whole thing read by Memorial Day. Thistime,
jot down your learningsin ajournal. Warren is pretty sharp, but you're
smart too. What you write might contain things Warren never thought
of.

If you want to do thisin agroup, great! There are questions for
groups at the back of the book we didn’t use during these 40 Days of
Purpose. They were saved for now.

| further suggest that you review this book from time to time —
perhaps once ayear — because these purposes are important and we all
forget things. It’s easy to get caught up in the day-to-day things of life

and forget what our purpose and goals are.
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Number two, passit on. God doesn’t want you to be areservoir.
He wants you to be afunnel. Warren said alot of cool things that might
have touched your life. Share them with others. Warren may have said
some things you disagree with, but they got you thinking. Share them as
well. Y ou’' ve come up with some pretty cool things on your own,
because you' re smart and so is God. Share those things with people who
mean the most to you. Write them in aletter, include themin a
conversation, send them in an e-mail, give someone a copy of the book,
bring them to church with you, pass on your learnings to other people. 2
Timothy 2:2b says, “ Now | want you to tell these same things to
followers who can be trusted to tell others.” (CEV)

Aswe close this service, | want us to pray with our eyes open.
Inside your program is a Purpose Driven Life card. Please pull it out.
There’ s nothing for you to sign, nothing to sign up for. | just want you to
put it in a prominent place to remind you of the purpose for your life.

Put it on your dashboard, on your mirror, in your office, on your
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refrigerator, someplace like that. Right now, let’sread it together as a
prayer.

“Since lifeis preparation for eternity, | want to use my time on
earth fulfilling God'’ s five purposes for me. | was planned for God's
pleasure,” that's worship, “so | will use this day to get to know and love
God better. | was formed for God' s family,” that’s fellowship, “so | will
use this day to show love to other believers. | was created to become like
Christ,” that’ s discipleship, “so | will use this day to make choicesto
grow my character. | was shaped to serve God,” that’s ministry, “so |
will use this day to serve God by serving others. | was made for a
mission,” that’s evangelism, “so | will use this day to share the Good
News.”

The Bible saysin Psalm 126, “The Lord has done spectacular

things for us.” And truly we are on holy ground. Amen.
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