
Easter Sunrise Service 

�
Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

(inside the warehouse) 
6:45 a.m. 

�
There will be a breakfast fellowship following 

the service in Sugar Creek UMC’s 
Fellowship Hall. 

F r i d a y ,  Ma r c h  2 1 ,  2 0 0 8  

7 : 0 0  p .m .  
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GOOD FRIDAY 

TENEBRAE SERVICE 

 R e v .  S a r a  I s b e l l  ·  R e v .  W e s l e y  L .  O s b o r n  



Call to Worship ................. When Jesus Wept.............................Choir 
L: From the joyous parade to the haunting dinner with Jesus, 

 our hearts have been touched by Christ. 

P: Yet in the approaching darkness, we feel fear and loss. 

L: Jesus Christ is on trial for his life and ours. 

P: He stands before the temporal authorities silently 

L: There is nothing more he can say. They cannot hear him. 

P: Lord, unstop our deafness, open our hearts, we pray. AMEN. 

Opening Prayer ....................................................Pastor Wes Osborn 
Prayer of Confession 
Lord of healing mercy, we are so frightened of this night. 

We know the events that are unfolding; 

 we have heard of the mock trial, the whipping,  

    and the crucifixion, 

  but we want to blot them out. 

  We don’t want to witness the pain and death not only of Jesus 

    our beloved Savior, but also of hope.  

The darkness is approaching too fast. We cannot outrun it. 

 We cannot hide from it, for it seeps into our lives 

   in insidious ways. Please forgive our fear and faithlessness. 

Be with us through this dark valley. Bring us to the light. 

For we ask this in the name of our beloved Jesus Christ. AMEN.  

Words of Assurance 
Pastoral Prayer 
Gospel Reading................................ Matthew 27:33-37, 45-52, 54 
Meditation............... Mourning the Darkness......... Pastor Sara Isbell 

A Service of Tenebrae: The Approaching Darkness 

Nicodemus............................................................................ John 3:1-3 
The Samaritan Woman at the Well..............John 4:13-14, 28-29 
The Man Born Blind ..........................................John 9:13-17, 25-27 
Martha, Mary, and Lazarus....................................... John 11:32-44 
Peter and Judas................................................... Matthew 26:69-75 
................................................................................. Matthew 26:14-16 
The Other Disciples.............................................. Matthew 26:55-56 
Christ ..................................................................................... John 1:1-5 

Solo...................................Were You There...............Carrie Woodcock 
Benediction ............................................................. Pastor Wes Osborn 

Please exit in silence. 

This service is an adaptation of the ancient tenebrae (shadow) Service. 

The ceremony of gradually extinguishing candles to dramatize the fading 

Light of the World has been used in the Church since the eighth century. 

Each candle represents one of the people who has had an encounter with 

Jesus. The white candles, slightly behind the others, represent the disci-

ples, with the exception of Peter and Judas. As the story is shared, the 

candles will be extinguished, one by one, as the light of Christ goes out in 

the lives of the people. When the final light, the Christ candle, is extin-

guished, please remain in your seat until the pastor instructs you to leave. 

Order of service written by the Rev. Nancy Townley. 

Mourning the Darkness  
Scripture: John 13; 18-19 (Passion Narrative of John) 

The Gospel of John says: “Since it was the Jewish day of Preparation, 
and the tomb was nearby they laid Jesus there.” Woe!  

Our Lord lies in the tomb. 

On this Jewish Sabbath, this holy day of rest. 
The women must wait to bring spices and ointments to care for his body.  

Our Lord lies in the tomb. 

Mournful Saturday morn. Thunder rolls a loud dirge in the darkest of skies. 
The earth is no-color, the gray essence of grief.  

Our Lord lies in the tomb. 

The palm branches wither. The gnarled olive tree weeps 
that Jesus knelt beneath in the Garden of Gethsemane, praying, grieved.  

Our Lord lies in the tomb. 

We see thirty pieces of silver. The cross. Sharp swords. The crown of thorns. 
The place of The Skull, tears dripping down its hollow eyes.  

Our Lord lies in the tomb. 

This is the day of earth's mourning. The darkest day of Sheol. 
The day the Gospels omit. This is the day of God's silence.  

Our Lord lies in the tomb. 
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