This year we will offer
3 special Christmas Eve
services at Sugar Creek

Discover the Light of
Christmas
Communion &
candlelight 5 p.m.

Children & Family
Service
Christmas carols and
the Christmas story

7:00 p.m.

Discover the Light of
Christmas
Communion &
candlelight 11:00 p.m.

SUGAR CREEK UMC

DECEMBER 2009
NEWSLETTER

United Methodist Women
Christmas Potluck Brunch

Saturday, December 5 @ 9:00 a.m.
Please join us on Saturday, December 5 at Sugar
Creek for the UMW Christmas Potluck Brunch.
Bring a breakfast/lunch dish to share. A ladies
quartet will entertain us with special music
following the Brunch.

Cunningham Home and Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House
are requesting gift cards from Walmart or McDonalds to be given to
the children at Christmas. Please bring your gift cards to the

Brunch or if you cannot attend, please drop them off at the church
office before December 5. The gift cards can be in any amount.
Thanks for sharing.

Sugar Creek Christmas Program
Adaptation of a Charlie Brown Christmas

° Please join us on Saturday, December 5th at
7p.m. as our children present an adaptation of
_.a Charlie Brown Christmas. Come have fun
W|th us as we discover the true meaning of

—+« Christmas. Remember to invite family and

friends to this event.

Angel
Breakfast

Saturday, December 19,. -
11:00 a.m.

8:00 a.m. i

f

The Mission Committee plus Sunday School is offering a
special Christmas activity on Saturday, December 19 from 8 till
1la.m. It will be called "Breakfast with the Christmas
S &ay Angels".

& y We will serve pancakes, link sausages, scramble eggs, home
4/ made cinnamon rollsand drinks.There will be games for

: ‘chlldren Christmas crafts and a lot more.

The cost iscanned goods (for food pantayd "Sam Winger's
Serving Jesus Willingly Ministry") OR a monetary donation
3 (which will be split betweethe 2 ministries).

To make this event happen we will need your support.If

=2 you would like to help please sign up on the

\ & Sunday stub. If you would like to donate towards the food,
and prizes for the kids, please put your donatlon in the offering plate and designate it for the "angel
breakfast".
We are excited about this eventhere will be articles in the newspaper, and posters around town, but the be
way to make sure this event is a success is by passing the word to your family and friends, better yet i
someone and bring them with you.



Pancake & Sausage McFarlgnd' Sunday, December 20th
Supper & Bazaar a - 1:00 p.mn 2:30 p.m.
Saturday, February 6 Stm 28 patients to help this year!!! These
11 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. individuals will not be going home for

Par y Christmas. We plan to have a party

Looking for a good stocking on Sunday, December 20th from 1:00

stuffer? How about tickets 32:30 p.m. in Jefferson Hall. Mike Lucas will be in the lobby of

» to Sugar Creek Pancake &the church accepting donations to purchase gifts on Sunday,
" Sausage Supper? December 6th and 13th. If you can donate cookies or snacks,

Tickets are available on Sundays ifP'¢2se let Mike know.
the Fellowship Hall, or can be

purchased through the church office H. Anniversar
during the week (Monddy Friday 9 ™ appy ersary

a.m3 3:30 p.m.) S. /72~ | 1st  Darrin & Betsy Bishop
All You Can Eal \\. 3rd  Ted & Mary Sue Dowson
- -~ TR i
Il ncluding Pie a i4Hk ¢ Stgve &d3grb Hedinger

\
—

Children under J 1 @ .14t% 3 Brao & Carolyn Cowgur
22nd Bill & Marilyn Dickey
26th Don & Pat Wright
Dondt see your name|l 2dth dJIefi& MaganBrowg ay [o
list? Please contact the church office arjd 2&tbs Elmer & Helen Frazee
know. Thanks! 29th James & Mary Kane é

31st Clark & Barbara Germann

Happy Birthday

1st Mary Kurfman 8th Erika Sisk 20th  Grace Bowen
1st Lorin Kurfman 9th Wanda Meurer 23rd  Alex Johnson
2nd Judy Plummer 9th Reta Jones 26th  John Land

3rd Debbie Sisk 11th  Liam Kurfman 26th  Scott Kincaid
4th Pat Lucas 12th  Derek Midden 26th  Andy Hite

4th Dolores Mobley 12th  Nathan King 26th  Jason Miles

4th Alison Koch 13th  Cathryn Ayers 27th  Cliff McNew

5th Ted Dowson 14th  Susan Reichart 28th  Edwina Dowson
5th Marilyn Reynolds 15th  Jean Chase 28th  Sarah Frazee
5th Helen Leanard 15th  Pat Wright 28th  Blayne Brown
6th Jessica Tobias 18th  Mike Burke 29th  Kenn Kessinger
6th Rachel Woodcock 18th  Mark Dice 29th  Cyd Ayers

7th Kyle Johnson 18th  John Sabin Il 30th  Jesse Ayers
7th Robbie Krass 19th  Barb Wiles 31st  Frances Mottar
8th Jim Blakeman 19th  Kathy Koch 31st  Dave Sullivan

8th Steve McLaughlin 20th  Joseph Neisler 31st  David Reinwald
8th Tony Grissom 20th  Mark Patterson 31st  Olivia Sabin



FUNDI NG GODO®S MI NI Y

When did you last experience something marvelous? What event in your life made you
want to burst into jubilant song or shout for joy? Christmas is a time for shouts of joy and
songs of praise. God gave the gift of Jesus for each of us to enjoy. Yet we can be so caught
up in planning the celebration, so busy making lists, that we overlook the JOY in our lives.
We can be so wrapped up in materialism and scheduling that we miss the unique experi-
ence of welcoming Christ.  Help us experience Christmas JOY, the PEACE of helping
others, and the GIFT of Jesus Christ.

General Fund Jan-Oct, 2008 Jan-Oct, 2009
Total Income $ 333594 $ 301,236
Expense
Missions & Benevolence 27,100 24,398
Conf. Obligations 28,330 31,300
Program expense 55,090 48,916
Salaries (Pastor & Staff) 187,718 185,650
Utilities & Cleaning 30,791 29,726
Projection Equipment 428
Total Expense $ 329,457 $ 319,990
Net Income {loss) $ 4,137 $ (18,754)
Building Fund
Contributions $ 32,005 $ 31,346
THANK YOU for your gifts of | ove to fund

oMake a joyful noi se PsamB84e L ORDSG

Ok O

LET YOUR SHINE BEORE OTHERS
Matthew 5:16

Sugar Creek Church has reached out to many part
missions that Sugar Creek have supported this past year have included your time, your service and y
resources. Truly you have fed the hungry, heal e
mission work.
The following are the missions supported by you and your Sugar Creek Mission Team.
Adult mission trip, sr. high mission to Cedar Rapids, lowa, jr. high mission trip to Henderson Settlement, P
Wrightds mission trip to Africa, Conference- Wor
African missionary, Liberian clergy support, Peace with Justice, Native American Sunday, Preachers A
Society, Footsteps Ministry, Flip Flop Ministry to Africa, 30 Hour Famine, Operation Christmas child, Mid-
west Mission Distribution center, Habitat for Humanity house build, Chatham Food Pantry, Pawnee FoaQ
Pantry, Asbury colleges Scholarship, Chuck Kurfman scholarship, Sam Winger Mission, McFarland Cente
Sojourn House, Asbury Supper Hour, Sugar Creek Good Samaritan Fund and other missions. In addition
have helped local church members in their time of ddedtie Ledferd, Andy Hite and Sheila Wilson. Many
other missions have been supported by the Sugar Creek United Methodist Women, United Methodist Men, &
the Sugar Creek Youth.




DON'T MISS THIS!

"Bearing Fruit" is a Biblical Goal of all Christians and of

T“ Practices of ALL Churches. Bearing Fruit is the evidence that a

rvitful Congregations

congregation is healthy and growing. If you desire to
see Sugar Creek "Bear More Fruit",  please join the entire
church family in a 6 week study covering the "5
Practices of Fruitful Congregations” This Robert
Schnase study will take us through the practices of
Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional
Faith Development, Risk -Taking Mission and Service,
and Extravagant Generosity. We will start on Sunday
January 3, 2010 and conclude Sunday February
- 7th. Sessions willgo from 6:30pm to 8:30pm.

RobBart Schice Snacks and Dbabysitting will be provided.

——

This will be a highly interactive study as we will sit in table groups that
mirror our Sugar Creek Team structures. These tables will have powerful
discussion and time to brainstorm ideas for implementation throughout the

year. If you would like to see Sugar Creek be more successful at bearing
fruit, prayerfully consider participating in this event as we need as many
Sugar Creek people to be involved as possible. It is a critical time for us in
the life of our church. For more information contact Pastor Wes, John
Anderson, or Brian Cowagur.

PARISH NURSE UPDATE

After much prayerful consideration, Helen Justison, our
Parish Nurse has chosen to relinquish her duties as Parish
Nurse at Sugar Creek. She has enjoyed working with
everyone and hopes that the next Parish Nurse will enjoy
the position as much as she did.
When you see Helen, please make sure to let her know
how much wedve appreciated her
as the Sugar Creek Parish Nurse. Her hard -work and
dedication has truly been a blessing to the staff and
congregation of Sugar Creek. Cards or emails can be sent
to Helen at:
Helen Justison
Post Office Box 113
Chatham, IL. 62629
Email: ch.nurseyl@comcast.net




Pastoros Pel

As | consider the coming of another Christmas | am drawn to the manger, not the shopping mall. | eagerly we
the Christ Child to be born in me anew this year.

Pen | ran across this brief article by Rev Richard Garland on our Board of Discipleship web site. May yo
inspired as | was to commit to a Christ centered celebration of this wonderful, magical, awesome Christmas hol

May Christ Be Born in You

by The Reverend F. Richard Garland
In her wonderful little book, When the Heart Waits, Sue Monk Kidd tells of visiting a monastery sometime around Christ
She recalls walking past a monk outside the church and greeting him with the traditional, "Merry Christmas." To which
monk replied: "May Christ be born in you." The words, over the years, became for her a discovery of what she calls "the
essence of transformation.”
Today, with our "politically correct,” economulriven festivities around Christmas, we're lucky if we get even a muttere
"Happy Holidays," let alone a "Merry Christmas." "May Christ be born in you?"“diddabow-dit! And, yet, it is a greeting,
that, once you have heard it, sticks in the soul.
Any one who has ever had a baby come into his or her life knows that babies change things: bodies change, relatio
change, routines change, ways of life change, futures change. To greet someone with the words, "May Christ be bosn in y
a prayer that he or she may be changed, transformed by the living presence of Christ. If that doesn't get at the heart o
God was doing at Christmas, | don't know what else does.
The Gospel of John makes it clear: "The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth." [John 1:14, RS'
as Eugene Peterson paraphrases it: "The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood." [The Messe
greet someone with the words "May Christ be born in you" is a prayer that Immanuel will take up residence in his or her
That most certainly would change how we look at Christmas!
Perhaps we need to change our perspective at Christmas just enough to look beyond the birth to the life that folleag If we
the baby Jesus in a cradle in Bethlehem, we miss an important part of the story. This child did, after all, grow 'in. lsbiayng
and wise in spirit. And the grace of God was on him." [Luke 2:52, The Message]
So what exactly might it mean anyway that Christ be born in us? What if Christ did actually take up residence in our livi
suppose that, for many of us, it would mean watching our language and giving up some bad habits. That's not all ba
there's more to it than that.

In the first place, it would probably mean straightening up our living environments. Just as a family creates room for a
baby, and then eventually "balpyoofs" the house; if Christ is to be born in us, we need to make room for his coming, and t
make it safe for him to stay. Every new birth deserves a loving, safe environment. Then, as we are creating it for @noth
begin to discover how good that is for us too.

Further, if Christ is to be born in us, it is likely that we will have to be prepared to see things differently: througitiviequ
eyes that appreciate the beauty of the world; through a sensitive spirit that learns from nature's lessons; througkea chil
sense of fairness that wants good for everyone and protests injustice; through a devout soul that knows it has bedrm mad
image of the divine. Every new birth deserves a healthy environment; and we, too, will start to thrive when we begih to n
happen.

And if Christ is to be born in us, it is probable that our priorities will change. Over the years, | have heard manygydbpte s
they would be glad when Christmas was over so they could get back to their routines. It can be a disruptive time. But su
just suppose, that it is our routines that are the problerhabits that have become ruts numbing and unsatisfying
symptoms of priorities that have been chosen for us by others.

Four hundred years before Jesus, Socrates said: "The unexamined life is not worth living." He was on trial for heresy be
he encouraged his students to challenge the accepted beliefs of the time and think for themselves. Each time we ce
Christmas, Christ challenges us to examine the priorities that have been set for us bydavésaisociety infected by
consumerism. There is a better way, and that is what Immanuel, God with us, is all about. The birth of Christ is alabut the
essence of transformation.

Copyright 2007 F. Richard Garland. Published by The General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist Church, PO
340003, Nashville TN 37203.

So, in this year of our Lord 2009, allow me to greet you: "May Christ be born in you!"



e i e e B B e e B B e - 2 2 & . | DECEMBER MEETINGS

Staff Parish Relations

. . . Tuesday, December 1st @ 6:30 p.n
Sugar Creek Mission Team Meeting y _ @ .
Worship

i Monday, December 14th @ 7:00 p.m. Monday, December 7th @ 6:30 p.m

—4

vl

Centrum Café, Springfield
Trustees

W“M Tuesday, December 8th @ 7:00 p.n.

Missions
Youth Christmas Caroling Monday, December 14th @ 7:00 p.n.
b Sunday, December 13th, 3 p.m. (Centrum Café, Spfjd
All Youth Families Invited! Stewardship
Tuesday, December 15th @ 7:00 p.m.
CA%OLI Mom, Dad, brothers and sisters are Finance
invited to participate in our annual No meeting this month
Christmas Caroling event. We will meet at the Leadership
church at 3 p.m. and travel to several homes to No meeting this month
carol. After caroling, we will return to the church for
food and games. Please bring a dish (soup, sand- The church office closes
wiches, dessert, etc) and drink to share To make at noon the week of
sure everyone has a safe and enjoyable experience, Christmas (December 21 3
parents must accompany children below 6th grade 24th) and will be closed

on Christmas day.

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY DECEMBER SCHEDULE

We will not have a Wonderful Wednesday meal, classes or Crossfire on December
RU 'HFHPEHU LQ REVHUYDQFH RI &KULVWPDV DQG 1HZ <HDU -\
Wednesday, January 6, 2010. See the new classes being offered on the next page.

Christmas Mission Work
During this joyous Christmas season, we prepare for the coming of Our Savior,
Jesus. One of the ways that Jesus asked us to prepare for Him is to serve others.
We can help others through our mission work during the year and at Christmas.
You can help transform the 3 decorated Christmas trees into
MISSION TREES.

Layette Tree 9 donations benefit Kumler Neighborhood Ministries.

Mitten Tree 0 the hats/gloves donated will benefit the Sojourn House of
Springfield.

School Supply Tree d items collected will benefit the Asbury Children's
Supper Hour.

A missional church faces outward toward the world. Does our church face inward or outward?
Last month several of us went to help in Springfield Missions. Let us continue our mission
work this Christmas season by sharing our gifts of love with others.

“Let your light shine before others." Matthew 5:16




