
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE  
Wednesday, February 17th  

7:00 p.m.  

February 2010 Newsletter  
PANCAKE & SAUSAGE SUPPER & BAZAAR 

 Saturday, February 6, 2010 
 11 amñ6 pm 

Bulk sausage will be available for purchase at the church from 10am to 3pm on Friday,  February 5th 
and 11 am to 6 pm on Saturday, February 6th.  Tickets are available through members and friends of 
the Sugar Creek Church or at the door on the day of the event. 

All You Can Eat 
Including Pie and Drinké.. $7.00 
Children under 12é..$3.00 

FEBRUARY MEETINGS 

WorshipðMonday, February 1st; 6:30pm 

Staff ParishðTuesday, February 2nd; 6:30pm 

TrusteesðTuesday, February 9th; 7:00pm 

EducationðMonday, February 15th; 6:30pm 

EvangelismðMonday, February 15th; 7:00pm 

FinanceðMonday, February 15th; 7:00pm 

StewardshipðTuesday, February 16th; 7:00pm 

LeadershipðTuesday, February 23rd; 7:00pm 

SHOWING RADICAL  
    HOSPITALITY TO OUR 

CHURCH STAFF!  
 

 The Staff Parish Team is look-

ing for people  to help  provide 

lunch to our church staff to 

show  our appreciation for 

all  their hard work.   The lunch 

is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday,           

February 23, 2010.   If you can  help, please 

contact Reta Jones at 414 -7691 or by 

email at reta.jones@comcast.net  

ADULT MISSION TRIP 2010  
Orange, Texas  

We have an adult mission crew 

leaving for Orange, Texas,           
February 21 ñ27 to help with 
Hurricane Ike Relief.  If you are 

interested in helping support 
this mission opportunity, please 

make your checks payable to Sugar Creek UMC with 

òAdult Mission Tripó in the memo section of your check 
and place them in the offering plate on Sunday morning.  

Questions? Please contact the church office (phone:              
483 -2270 or email:  office@sugarcreek.org).  

mailto:reta.jones@comcast.net


ANNOUNCINGé. 
Sugar Creekõs 2010             

Non -Valentine Banquet  
 

Since, February 14, 1996, Sugar Creek has come together with its members and 
friends for a Valentine  Banquet.  That first banquet was held on South Sixth Street 
at the Heritage House Restaurant ñour facility had been under construction since 
August of 1995 and was far from complete.  This first Valentine Banquet was                 
special for members, Joe and Diane Gragg who were married that afternoon and 
joined the gathering for dinner.  
 
Our United Methodist Men have been instrumental and faithful in putting this all ñ
church even together each year.  Commencing in 1997, the banquet has always           
centered around prime rib prepared by our Master Chef Gene Meurer and has been 
held in our Fellowship Hall.  The meal has always been delicious and each year 
brings new and great entertainment.  
 
Yes, but, in 2010 things are not so routine.  Our country has gone through some  
trying events recently like continuing war in Iraq and Afghanistan and a very                   
difficult recession that has affected us all.  Further, on Valentines Day Sugar Creek 
will be in the final hours of the Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations Study that 
has been the focus of each Worship Service and for fifty or more participants,            
Sunday evenings in 2010.  
 
It is just time to celebrate some of the good that we encounter as Christians and do 
something to help one of your Sugar Creek families that is suffering through a           
series of job and health issues.  For this one year let us dispense with the              
banquet and extend a helping hand to one of our own.  
 
For the next two weeks, please surround Jaime and Amanda Ledferd, including their 
children, Cameron, Abbie, Kaitlin and Samuel with our Christian love and daily 
prayers.  
 
For those who can, and wish to participate, Sugar Creek will receive a special             
òNon-Valentine Banquetó offering for benefit of the Ledferd family on  February 7 
and 14.  Be sure to mark your check or envelope accordingly and may this act of 
kindness make us feel better than prime rib.  
 
From the Sugar Creek Methodist Men  
Rustin Godfrey ñChair  



MISSION MOMENT FROM ATHENS GREECE  

On Sunday, February 14th Brett and Kristin Sanner will join us at all 

three services to give an update on the amazing things God is doing in 
Athens, Greece through Helping Hands ñA Greek registered non -profit  

organizaiton.   

THE MINISTRY OF HELPING HANDS MINISTRY  

A cultural, continental, and religious crossroads, Athens provides a 

unique opportunity to join Godõs work among the nations. Greece hosts 
nearly one million refugees and immigrants, many from Muslim backgrounds: Afghans, 

Iraqis, Iranians, Palestinians, and Somalis, to name a few.   Helping Hands  seeks to share 
Christ with this community by practical demonstration (e.g. feeding, clothing, and shelter 
ministries) and explicit proclamation (e.g. preaching, teaching, and discipleship ministries) 

of the Gospel. It is our desire that every  refugee have the opportunity to experience 

Christõs love in word and deed. 

God is at work in Athens! Therefore, the goal is not to innovate, but simply to come along-
side what God is already doing there.   The vision of Helping Hands  is to see the lives of 

refugees transformed by Jesus: òto plant gospel seeds  in the lives of refugees across 

Greece that take root  and bear the fruit  of life transformation in Jesus Christ.ó 

February 14th 

8:15 a.m. Service 

The United Methodist Men will meet on Monday,              

February 8th at Sugar Creek.  Dinner will be served 

at 6:30 p.m. with a short business meeting,                      

followed by kitchen clean-up.  If you have any          

questions, please contact the church office (phone:  

483-2270 or email:  office@sugarcreek.org). 

FOR WOMEN  
A Heart Like His (heart)  

A Heart Like His: Seeking the Heart of God Through a Study of David  
by Beth Moore  is an in-depth study of King David, focusing on his years as 
God's chosen king of Israel. Beth invites you to join her on an exciting and 
intimate journey to know King David, the man after God's own heart. On this 
journey you will experience the ups and downs of the shepherd king, and 
you will come to know and love his God in a new way. 

In this study David will make you laugh and cry. He will delight and 
disappoint you. He will make you want to be just like him at times and 
nothing like him at others. The study demonstrates how God loved and was 

able to use David despite his disobedience, and it offers many lessons for those seeking to have a 
heart like God's. 

Crystal Matthiesen will serve as facilitator for this study, which will begin on Wednesday, March 10th. 

NEW LADIES BIBLE STUDY BEGINNING IN MARCH  



Saturday, April 24, 2010  9 a.m-3 p.m. 
Doors open at 8:00 a.m. 

Early bird tickets: $30/person until April 12th  
 

To purchase tickets or for more information:  
217.483.2270 or office@sugarcreek.org 



Mark your calendar!  

March 5-7, 2010  
Mike Rayson will be with us for a weekend  

of spiritual discovery and refreshment.  

 

Mike Rayson was born and bred in the Outbacké  no, not the steakhouse, the 
real outback of South Australia. He was the first of his family to become a          
Christian after meeting Jesus through the ministry of the Kyancutta (population 
5) Methodist Church Sunday School at age 4. The rest they say is history. 
 

Mike was single handedly responsible for revival at Kyancutta, for it was his 
presence at that Sunday School that ushered in an attendance increase of 25%. First there was a 
total attendance of 3é then there were 4! 
 

After completing his education in tiny rural schools hundreds and hundreds (and hundreds) of miles 
from the nearest city, Mike went on to a career in the media. After hosting number 1 rated radio 
programs in rural, regional and metropolitan markets and writing many national radio commercial 
campaigns, he heeded Godôs call, went back to school, and went on to ministry with the Uniting 
Church of Australia ï an amalgamation of Methodist, Presbyterian and Congregational Churches; 
the third largest denomination in the country. 
 

Mikeôs first pastoral role was in the regional town of Port Lincoln, South Australiaé where Steve 
Spielberg filmed the underwater scenes of the movie óJawsô. Full immersion baptism was a health 
hazard in the region!! As well as working with 5 congregations across 4 different towns in the area, 
Mike also served as Chaplain/Pastor to the local High School of 900 students and 60 staff, and had 
a place on the South Australian Uniting Church Synod Children and Youth boards, and the National 
Assembly Childrenôs Ministry working group. 
 

From Port Lincoln, Mike took an appointment to the capital city of South Australia (Adelaide), where 
he served 2 parishes ï Marion and Seacliff. 
 

With a passion for music infusing his pastoral ministry, and increasing time away from his churches 
accepting invitations to preach and sing elsewhere, Mike stepped out of fulltime pastoral ministry in 
2000 and started Mike Rayson International Ministries, which is partnered with Compassion Inter-
national. The ministry organization runs under a 13 member board of directors, and a constant 
prayer team that has members spanning 6 countries. 
 

In 2005, Mike and his wife Amy, and their children Sam, Laura, and Oliver, heeded Godôs call on 
their lives and relocated their ministry to the other side of the world ï Pleasant View, Tennessee, 
just outside of Nashville. He is a regular worship leader and preacher at the Upper Room, and was 
also invited to minister last year in the world famous Central Methodist Meeting Hall in London, UK.   
 

Good humor, great songs, and most importantly Godôs word make up Mike Raysonôs ministry. 
Through Mike, Jesus is sure to refresh and revive your soul. 
 

And by the way ï Mike had never heard of a ñbloominô onionò before moving to the USA!!! 
 

Come and bring a friend, the weekend of March 5-7. Mike will share on Friday evening at 7 p.m., 
Saturday at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. and at all three worship services on Sunday morning. 
 

For further information, please contact the church office at 217.483.2270. 
 
Check out Mikeôs music on Myspace. 


