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Calling All Sailors!  All hands on deck for a 
High Seas  Expedition!  We will be exploring the 
mighty love of God while toughing the rough 
seas.  Our ship will set sail on  Monday, July 
19th at 6:00 p.m. from Sugar Creek UMC and 
returning to port at 8:30 p.m. nightly.  We will 
dock permanently on Friday, July 23rd with a 
homecoming you wouldnõt want to miss.   

The Missions Team invites you to join us 
on Sunday, July 25th at 12:30 p.m. in the 
church fellowship hall for lunch, please 
bring a salad to share.  Our guest speaker 
will be Sharon Brown of Kumler Outreach 
Ministries.  She will be sharing with us all 
the exciting things God is doing through 
Kumler and how we at Sugar Creek can get 
more actively involved with this local 
ministry.  For more information about 
Kumler Outreach Ministries check them out 
on the web at www.kumlerministries.org.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AT 

SUGAR CREEK  
JULY 19TH  

THRU  

JULY 23RD  

6ñ8:30 PM  

CURRENT NEEDS AT KUMLER  

Peanut butter  

Spaghetti sauce  

Cereal  (hot or cold)   

Soup 

Packaged noodles/rices (Knorr, Lipton, Rice -a-Roni)  

Canned chili or canned meats (chicken, beef, ham, etc.) 

Diapers (large sizes 4 & 5) 

Eat more Pringles!..and 
then share the empty 

can with us.   High Seas 
Adventure (Bible 

School), July 19 -23, is in 
need of empty Pringles 

cans. Please deposit your 
empties in the collection box 

at Sugar Creek.  

Ten of our junior high teens along with five adult volunteers 
will be leaving for Henderson Settlement in Frakes, Kentucky 
on July 5 ñ10.  They will be helping with home repair.  Please 
keep them in  your prayers for safe travel to and from Frakes 
and for safe working conditions.  



The Staff Parish Team would like to thank  
Jessica Sharp for her many years of service as 
Membership Secretary for our church.   Jessica 
retired on June 1st and even though she will 
no longer be a member of our church staff, 
she will continue to be a vital part of our 
Sugar Creek congregation.  Please take time to 
thank Jessica for her years of service.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

14th  Maxine Scott  

14th  Paul Miles  

14th  Brittany Lewis  

16th  Janice Germann  

16th  Madeleine McDonald  

17th  Bill Rogers   

17th  Tim Germann  

17th  Paige High  

18th  James Marvin  

18th  Ron Dowson  

19th  Deb  Burke  

20th  Barbara DeRienzo  

22nd  George Fernandez  

22nd  Brenda Craven  

22nd  Barry Reichart  

23rd  Bridget Halford   

23rd  Kimberly Kessinger  

24th  Lois Frazee  

26th  Miles House  

26th  Sarah Woodcock  

26th  Sophia Marsaglia  

28th  Fannie Curby  

28th  Butch Moroney  

28th  Judy Brubaker  

29th  Bill Pumphrey  

29th  Diane Miles  

30th  Breann Pressler  

30th  Rylee McGuire  

12th  Kim & Derek Midden  

16th  Harry & Shelly Lewis  

20th  Scott & Tracy Parker  

22nd  Mike & Deb Henry  

25th  Bill & Brenda Craven  

27th  Don & Reta Jones  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

3rd  Jay & Linda Davis  

6th  Dave & Mary Bruun  

8th  Larry & Mary Jane Boblitt  

8th  Steve & Chris Bedford  

9th  John & Bridget Halford  

10th  Joe & Laura Pickrell  

Donõt see your name on the 
birthday or anniversary list?  
Please let the church office 

know.  Thanks!  

3rd  Mary Bruun  

4th  Joan McCrady  

4th  Jerry Garrison  

5th  Wayne Ballard  

6th  Doris Johnson  

6th  Luke Chase  

8th  Justin Henry  

9th  Barbara Deffley  

11th  Pat Pumphrey  

11th  Lois Dickey  

11th  Meg Bishop  

12th  Mary Sue Dowson  

13th  Mark Mobley  

13th  Clayton Kessler  

The staff of St. Johnõs Hospital Third Age Living is 

sponsoring a four week study/discussion group of 
the book, òHow to Honor Your Aging Parentñ

Fundamental Principals of Caregivingó by Richard 
Johnson, Ph.D.  The group will meet on Tuesdays 
beginning on July 6 through July 27, from 

10:00 ñ11:00 a.m. in Room 2n11 at St. Johnõs North Build-

ing.  To register, please call 757 -6620 and press #3  

Thank you to all the ladies 
and gentlemen of the church 
that prepared and served the 
wonderful, deliscious lunch 
after our fatherõs funeral.  
We appreciate all the time 
and love that went into pre-
paring it for our large family.  
 

The Family of Elmer Alvies  

Funeral held at Sugar Creek 
on June 21st.  



Family Downsizes Home, Gives $800,000 to Charity  

The Wired Word for January 31, 2010  

In the News  

  One day in 2006, Kevin Salwen, a writer and entrepreneur in Atlanta, and his wife, Joan, were 
driving their 14 -year -old daughter, Hannah, home from a sleepover. Stopping for a red light, 
Hannah noticed a Mercedes coupe on one side of the street and a homeless man begging for food 
on the other side. A thought suddenly struck her, and she said, "If that man had a less nice car, 
that man there could have a meal."  

  After the light changed, Hannah pursued the topic, pushing her parents about inequity and in-
sisting that she wanted to do something personally. Finally, her mother, thinking to bring       
Hannah back to reality, asked, "What do you want to do? Sell our house?"  

  Wrong question for an idealistic teen.  

  Hannah leaped on that idea, urging her parents to sell their luxurious home and give half the 
proceeds to charity. They could buy a more modest home with the other half, she said.  

  Kevin acknowledges that they were fairly well off, "a result of hard work, good education and 
career luck," he says. And at the time, the family of four, including Hannah's younger brother, 
Joseph, were living in an attractive, spacious, three -story home.  

  Hannah wasn't deterred, and in the days ahead, she continued to promote the idea and finally 
got the rest of her family on board. The Salwens sold their home and moved into one that was 
half the size and, significantly, half the price of the one they sold. They ended up giving $800,000 
to the Hunger Project, a New York City -based international development organization, where it's 
being used to sponsor health, microfinancing, food and other programs for some 40 villages in 
Ghana.  

  The whole process brought the family closer together.  They researched charities to find the right 
one to receive their gift. Along the way, they participated in World Vision's 30 -Hour Famine to 
learn what it was like to be hungry. They worked together at a local food bank and soup kitchen, 
and they labored on a team helping Habitat for Humanity build homes. They even traveled to 
Ghana with Hunger Project executive John Coonrod. The Salwens discovered that Coonrod and 
his wife donate so much back to the project from their modest aid -worker salaries that 
they're  among the top Hunger Project givers from New York.  

  But the family came together in another way as well. Kevin says that in the larger house, the 
family scattered in different directions, but after the downsizing, with less space to scatter to, the 
family members spend more time in proximity to one another. Unexpectedly, the smaller house 
turned out to be more family -friendly. "We essentially traded stuff for togetherness and           
connectedness," Kevin says.  

  The family who purchased the home the Salwens sold were so impressed with what the family 
was doing that they gave $100,000 to the same project.  

  The Salwens haven't been without critics. Some have called them sanctimonious showoffs, and 
others have said they should be helping Americans instead of people in Ghana.   

 Kevin and Hannah have written a book about the whole experience. Titled  The Power of Half , it's 
due to be released in February. Their aim, the father and daughter say, isn't to encourage others 
to sell their homes but rather to urge them to step off the treadmill of accumulation and define 
themselves more by what they give than by what they possess.  

  Hannah, now 17 and planning to become a nurse, says, "Everyone has too much of something, 
whether it's time, talent or treasure. Everyone does have their own half; you just have to find it."  

 (continued on page 4)  



The Tough Questions:             (continued from page 3)  

 1. How much of what you possess could you give away without harming your well -being?  
 

 2. What possessions or commodities do you have in quantities that are more than you need to 
be comfortable?  

 

 3. Under what circumstances might giving away most of your possessions to help others be the 
right thing to do?   

 

 4. To what degree and with whom does motive count when we do acts of charity?  
 

 5.   In what ways do you make generosity a part of your spiritual discipline?  

  A few biblical view on possessions:  

 Luke 14:33 states:   "So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all 

your possessions."  (For context, read 14:25 -33.)  

  

  These words of Jesus are very stark and, if taken literally, would seem to say that Christians 
can own nothing. We should note, however, that this is from the passage where he also says that 
whoever does not hate father and mother cannot be his disciple. It would appear that Jesus is 
putting things in the extreme to make the point about how important discipleship is. And there 
is the reality that we cannot be a full disciple while clinging too tightly to possessions.  

  Most likely, Jesus spoke of possessions in a radical way because he knew possessions too often 
possess us, and that hurts our spiritual state. Thus, one of the ways we defang soul -killing         
possessiveness is by opening our hand wide, sharing freely with people in need and doing other 
acts of lavish generosity.  

Thirteen  

Fireworks  

America  

Colonies  

Constitution  

FOURTH OF JULY  

WORD SEARCH  

Cookout  

Declaration  

Flag 

Freedom  

Fun  

Games  
Hotdogs  

Independence  

Fourth  

July  

Parades  
Liberty  

Stripes  

 

Summer  

Party  
Patriot  

Picnic  

Stars  


