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Th e Su gar Creek Un ited Meth od is t 
Men will m eet a t th e Fou r Season ’s 
Re s t a u r a n t (Ch a th a m — n ext to 
Cou n ty Ma rket) on Mon d ay, March 
9 th a t 6 :30 p .m .  Din n er from th e 
menu.  All men are welcome! 

March 2009 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

Satu rd ay, March 21st—Ou r an n u al Len ten                 
Sacr ificia l Breakfas t , 9 :00 a .m . in th e Fellowsh ip 
Hall. Th e p rogram will be p resen ted by th e           
Hosp ita l  Sis ter’s Ou t reach . Breakfast p as t r ies an d 
drinks will be provided. 

Satu rd ay, March 28th —Dist r ict Sp r in g Meet in g at 
th e Illiop olis Un ited Meth od is t Ch u rch from 9:00 
a .m . to 12 :30 p .m .  “Welcom e to ou r Table”; h ear 
3 local m iss ion s tell th eir s tory p lu s a few oth er 
surprises. 

Fr id ay, May 1st—Join u s for ou r An n u al Moth er -
Daughter-Frien d Din n er an d fash ion sh ow.  Look 
for m ore in form at ion in th e u p -com in g bu llet in s 
and newsletters. 

Adult Mission Trip 
March 22nd—28th  

If you are 18 years old or older and 
are interested in helping with 
flood recovery in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, please contact the church 
office (office@sugarcreek.org or 
483.2270) and let us know you 
would like to join the crew.  Also, 
if you know someone that would 
be interested in going let them 
know.  This mission trip is open to 
any and all adults, not just Sugar 
Creek attenders. 
Please contact the office by March 9th if 
you would like to take part in the Cedar 
Rapids Mission Trip. 

LADIES NIGHT OUT 
Thursday, March 19th 

Join u s for a n ice d in n er a t th e 
Ch esap eake Seafood Hou se in 
Sp r in gfield on Th u rsd ay, March 
19th a t 6 :30 p .m .  All lad ies of th e 

ch u rch are welcom e to com e an d en joy th is t im e 
of fellowsh ip .  Qu es t ion s?  Please con tact Th eresa 
Krass (679-2594 or theresa_krass71@yahoo.com 

Check them out on the web at 
www.chesapeakeseafoodhouse.com 

http://www.chesapeakeseafoodhouse.com


         

By n ow you h ave h eard th a t ou r en t ire con gregat ion will be h o ld in g a “Lay Witn ess                 
Mission ,” March 13 , 14 an d 15. Th is "Grow in th e Sp ir it " weeken d of ren ewal will be a         
t ran sform at ive exp er ien ce in th e life of ou r con gregat ion , as well as a t im e of sp ir itu a l 
growth in the life of each and every participant! 

Wh at is a Lay Witn ess Miss ion ? It is a weeken d wh en n ear ly 30 lay p eop le from var iou s 
ch u rch es (a rou n d th e Mid west ) com e as gu es t s o f ou r ch u rch to lead u s in a t im e of         
ren ewal.  These fo lks h ave a d eep an d abid in g love for Jesu s , an d a tes t im on y to sh are 
abou t h ow Jesu s h as tou ch ed th eir lives .  Th rou gh ou t t h e cou rse of th e weeken d , th ey will 
share their story with us, and challenge us to reflect on how God is at work in our lives. 

Th e weeken d will begin with a ch u rch -wid e m eal an d p rogram on Fr id ay even in g. On          
Satu rd ay m orn in g we will a ll d ivid e u p to a t ten d “coffees” in var iou s m em bers’ h om es, a t 
wh ich a Lay Miss ion er will lead a d iscu ssion t im e. Th en it ’s back to t h e ch u rch for lu n ch , 
fo llowed by a sh or t gath er in g for m en and wom en sep ara tely. In th e even in g, there is            
an oth er ch an ce to eat togeth er , followed by an oth er t im e of sh ar in g an d worsh ip . Th en , on 
Su n d ay m orn in g, t h e Lay Witn ess Mis s ion Team will lead ou r worsh ip services an d Su n d ay 
Sch ool classes . Aft er ch u rch we will sh are again in a m eal, an d h ave a t im e of celebrat ion 
an d sh ar in g abou t h ow God h as tou ch ed you d u r in g th e weeken d . (Th rou gh ou t th e week-
end there will be special activities for youth and children.) 

As you can see, th is is a h u ge u n d er takin g an d com m itm en t on th e p ar t of ou r                         
con gregat ion . We have a terr ific t eam of ou r own folks , led by Su san Reich ar t p rep ar in g for 
th e even t , bu t th ey n eed YOUR h elp .  We will be n eed in g volu n teers in several a reas :              
p ar t icu lar ly th ose willin g to op en th eir h om e to h ost a Satu rd ay m orn in g coffee, or to 
h ou se on e or two Lay Mission ers for th e two n igh t s th ey will be with u s . Please con sid er if 
you wou ld be willin g to d o eith er of th ese th in gs, an d if so, call th e ch u rch office                      
(483-2270). 

We realiz e th a t n ot everyon e can volu n teer to serve for th e weeken d , bu t everyon e is              
en cou raged to p ray. Please p ray for ou r Lay Witn ess Mission , th at God 's Holy Sp ir it will 
work in an d th rou gh u s (as a ch u rch an d as in d ivid u als ). Th e team (both loca l an d Lay             
Mission ers ) h as set a weekly p rayer t im e lead in g u p to t h e Lay Witness Miss ion weekend .  
Every Fr id ay a t n oon , th e team will be in p rayer .  Where ever you are, take a few m in u tes 
and ask God to bless this weekend! 

Th e oth er th in g all of u s can d o is com m it ou rselves t o p ar t icip ate for t h e en t ire weekend 
(or as m u ch as you can at tend ). We wan t every p erson of ou r ch u rch fam ily to be tou ch ed 
by this Lay Witness Mission in some way! 



Chris was lucky. He got to eat breakfast this morning. A brown and white 
mushy breakfast will be the only meal he’ll eat today. And in Zambia, where  
almost half the population – more than 5 million people – is hungry, Chris is 
blessed to have that mush. 

But some kids won’t get anything to eat—all day. And you won’t see them on the 
TV or hear their stories on the radio. In fact, before this day is over, 26,000 
children under age 5 will die because of hunger,   disease and poverty. 

14,000 of them will die from causes linked to malnutrition alone.  Today…           
tomorrow… and the next day… That’s one every seven seconds. 

But here’s the good news. Sugar Creek Youth are choosing to make a difference. 
On March 6-7 they will take part in World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine. They’re 

going to raise money by not eating for 30 hours so that kids like Chris can eat every day. 

The problem is huge, but the solution is not. Just $30 a month – roughly $1 a day –  can help feed and 
care for a child in most developing countries.  

As students go 30 hours without food, they’ll get a taste of what it’s like to be hungry, all the while 
reaching out to others in need. And as they do that, their compassion will grow: for people around 
the world, and right here at home. 

W e are also in vitin g e ve ryo n e to jo in us fo r the se rvice pro je ct po rtio n o f the fam in e . 
W e w ill be se rvin g at vario us age n cie s in Sprin gfie ld fro m 9 a.m .—3 p.m . o n Saturday, 
March 7th . W e w ill also have so m e pro je cts available to w o rk o n at the church . Ple ase 
pray about how you and your family can be a part. 

Please help our youth group by: 

1. Praying for the Famine participants, and for those they’re working to save. 

2. Joining us on Saturday, March 7 from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. to make an impact locally. 

3. Suppo rtin g Fam in e participan ts w ith a do n atio n . It’s thro ugh yo ur gifts that live s 
are changed forever. 

Thanks, and God bless!  

WORLD VISION 
W orld Vision is a Christian hum anitarian organization dedicated to w orking w ith children,           
fam ilies, and their com m unities w orldw ide to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of 
poverty and in justice. Motivated by faith in Jesus Christ, W orld Vision serves alongside the poor 
and oppressed as a dem onstration of God’s unconditional love for all people.  For m ore                     
inform ation about W orld Vision’s 30 Hour Fam ine, call 1-800-7FAMINE (1-800-732-6463), or 
visit www.30hourfamine.org. 

Staff Parish—Tuesday, March 3rd at 6:30 pm 

Trustees—Tuesday, March 10th at 7pm 

Worship—Thursday, March 12th at 6:30 pm 

Caregiving—Monday, March 16th at 6 pm  

Education—Monday, March 16th at 7 pm 

Finance—Monday, March 16th at 7 pm 

Stewardship—Tuesday, March 17th at 7 pm 

Leadership—Tuesday, March 24th at 6:30 pm 

MARCH MEETINGS 

http://www.30hourfamine.org


ALPHA is for everyone! 
The Alpha Course is a  practical introduction to the Christian faith, in a safe environment to         
explore the big questions of life. Alpha is a place of helping others through learning and           
laughter. Alpha offers an opportunity to get to know people and make new friends.   

What will the ALPHA Course do for me? 
You will make new friends. 
You will learn about the Christian Faith (or review the basics if you            
already know a lot) 
You will be able to explore your spiritual side 
You will be able to do all of this in a safe, no-pressure environment.  

What happens at ALPHA? 
Each week we sit down to dinner together at 5:00 PM for great food and  
fellowship, followed by a thought-provoking, humorous talk about                  
Christianity. Following the talk, we break into small groups to discuss the 
topics of the night.   

Typical Schedule: (Course will be held on Sunday nights) 
5:00 pm Dinner is served 
5:45 pm Announcements and Music 
6:00 pm Talk  
6:45 pm Small Group discussion time 
7:30 pm Evening Ends  

Topics include: Is There More to Life Than This?, Who is Jesus?, How Can We Have Faith?, 
How Can I Resist Evil?, How Can I be Filled with the Holy Spirit?, Does God Heal Today?, 
What About the Church?, and more. The course also includes an opportunity for a Day Away. 

What should I do next? 
Our next course starts March 29th, 2009 at 5:00 PM. Contact the church office at 483.2270 or   
office@sugarcreek.org for more information or if you have questions. We'll save a place at the 
table for you! 


