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LADIESNIGHT OUT
Thursday, March 19th

AP
[T
%ﬁ@ Join us for a nice dinner at the
[ o2 .
% 90p 1o Chesapeake Seafood House in

Sea-Fare Springfield on Thursday, March

19th at 6:30 p.m. All ladies of the

church are welcome to come and enjoy this time

of fellowship. Questions? Please contact Theresa
Krass (679-2594 or theresa krass71@yahoo.com

Check them out on the web at

_Since 1983

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Saturday, March 21st—Our annual Lenten
Sacrificial Breakfast, 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. The program will be presented by the
Hospital Sister’s Outreach. Breakfast pastries and
drinks will be provided.

Saturday, March 28th—District Spring Meeting at
the Illiopolis United Methodist Church from 9:00
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. “Welcome to our Table”; hear
3 local missions tell their story plus a few other
surprises.

Friday, May 1st—Join us for our Annual Mother-
Daughter-Friend Dinner and fashion show. Look
for more information in the up-coming bulletins
and newsl etters.

Adult Mission Trip
March 22nd—28th

If you are 18 years old or older and
are interested in helping with
flood recovery in Cedar Rapids,
lowa, please contact the church
office (office@sugarcreek.org or
4832270) and let us know you
would like to join the crew. Also,
if you know someone that would
be interested in going let them
know. Thismission trip isopento
any and all adults, not just Sugar
Creek attenders.

Peasecontad thedfficeby March thif
youwould liketo takepart in the Cedar
Rapids Mission Trip.

UN|TEDMETH0DISTThe Sugar Creek United Methodist

| Men will meet at the Four Season’s

Restaurant (Chatham—next to

; County Market) on Monday, March

\ 9th at 6:30 p.m. Dinner from the
M menu. All men are welcomel

Daylight
Savings
Sunday
March
8th.



http://www.chesapeakeseafoodhouse.com

A Lay Witness Mission: -
March |3th - |5th

By now you have heard that our entire congregation will be holding a “Lay Witnhess
Mission,” March 13, 14 and 15. This "Grow in the Spirit" weekend of renewal will be a
transformative experience in the life of our congregation, as well as a time of spiritual
growth in the life of each and every participant!

What is a Lay Witness Mission? It is a weekend when nearly 30 lay people from various
churches (around the Midwest) come as guests of our church to lead us in a time of
renewal. These folks have a deep and abiding love for Jesus, and a testimony to share
about how Jesus has touched their lives. Throughout the course of the weekend, they will
share their story with us, and challenge us to reflect on how God is at work in our lives.

The weekend will begin with a church-wide meal and program on Friday evening. On
Saturday morning we will all divide up to attend “coffees” in various members’ homes, at
which a Lay Missioner will lead a discussion time. Then it’s back to the church for lunch,
followed by a short gathering for men and women separately. In the evening, there is
another chance to eat together, followed by another time of sharing and worship. Then, on
Sunday morning, the Lay Witness Mission Team will lead our worship services and Sunday
School classes. After church we will share again in a meal, and have a time of celebration
and sharing about how God has touched you during the weekend. (Throughout the week-
end there will be special activities for youth and children.)

As you can see, this is a huge undertaking and commitment on the part of our
congregation. We have a terrific team of our own folks, led by Susan Reichart preparing for
the event, but they need YOUR help. We will be needing volunteers in several areas:
particularly those willing to open their home to host a Saturday morning coffee, or to
house one or two Lay Missioners for the two nights they will be with us. Please consider if
you would be willing to do either of these things, and if so, call the church office
(483-2270).

We realize that not everyone can volunteer to serve for the weekend, but everyone is
encouraged to pray. Please pray for our Lay Witness Mission, that God's Holy Spirit will
work in and through us (as a church and as individuals). The team (both local and Lay
Missioners) has set a weekly prayer time leading up to the Lay Witness Mission weekend.
Every Friday at noon, the team will be in prayer. Where ever you are, take a few minutes
and ask God to bless this weekend!

The other thing all of us can do is commit ourselves to participate for the entire weekend
(or as much as you can attend). We want every person of our church family to be touched
by this Lay Witness Mission in some way!



‘”// Chris was lucky. He got to eat breakfast this morning. A brown and white

D\ // mushy breakfast will be the only meal he'll eat today. And in Zambia, where

~ — amost half the population — more than 5 million people — is hungry, Chrisis
3 blessed to have that mush.

7

//1, —t'y \ But some kids won'’t get anything to eat—all day. And you won’t see them on the
TV or hear their stories on the radio. In fact, before this day is over, 26,000
OU children under age 5 will die because of hunger, disease and poverty.

* 14,000 of them will die from causes linked to malnutrition alone. Today...
M' l\/ E tomorrow... and the next day... That’s one every seven seconds.
But here’s the good news. Sugar Creek Youth are choosing to make a difference.

On March 6-7 they will take part in World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine. They're
going to raise money by not eating for 30 hours so that kids like Chris can eat every day.

The problem is huge, but the solution is not. Just $30 a month —roughly $1 aday — can help feed and
care for achild in most developing countries.

As students go 30 hours without food, they’ll get a taste of what it’s like to be hungry, all the while
reaching out to othersin need. And as they do that, their compassion will grow: for people around
the world, and right here at home.

We are also inviting everyone to join us for the service project portion of the famine.
We will be serving at various agencies in Springfield from 9 a.m.—3 p.m. on Saturday,
March 7th. We will also have some projects available to work on at the church. Please
pray about how you and your family can be a part.

Please help our youth group by:
1. Praying for the Famine participants, and for those they’re working to save.
2. Joining uson Saturday, March 7 from 9 am. -3 p.m. to make an impact locally.

3. Supporting Famine participants with a donation. It’s through your gifts that lives
ar e changed forever.

Thanks, and God bless!

WORLD VISION

World Vision is a Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to working with children,
families, and their communities worldwide to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of
poverty and injustice. Motivated by faith in Jesus Christ, World Vision serves alongside the poor
and oppressed as a demonstration of God’s unconditional love for all people. For more

MARCH MEETINGS

Staff Parish—Tuesday, March 3rd at 6:30 pm  Education—Monday, March 16th at 7 pm
Trustees—Tuesday, March 10th at 7pm Finance—Monday, March 16th at 7 pm
Worship—Thursday, March 12th at 6:30 pm Stewardship—Tuesday, March 17th at 7 pm
Caregiving—Monday, March 16th at 6 pm L eadership—Tuesday, March 24th at 6:30 pm


http://www.30hourfamine.org

ALPHA is for everyone!

The Alpha Course is a practical introduction to the Christian faith, in a safe environment to
explore the big questions of life. Alpha is a place of helping others through learning and
laughter. Alpha offers an opportunity to get to know people and make new friends.

What will the ALPHA Course do for me?

e You will make new friends.

e You will learn about the Christian Faith (or review the basics if you
already know a lot)

e You will be able to explore your spiritual side

¢ You will be able to do all of this in a safe, no-pressure environment.

What happens at ALPHA?

Each week we sit down to dinner together at 5:00 PM for great food and
fellowship, followed by a thought-provoking, humorous talk about
Christianity. Following the talk, we break into small groups to discuss the
topics of the night.

Typical Schedule: (Course will be held on Sunday nights)
5:00 pm Dinner is served

5:45 pm Announcements and Music

6:00 pm Talk

6:45 pm Small Group discussion time

7:30 pm Evening Ends

Topics include: Is There More to Life Than This?, Who is Jesus?, How Can We Have Faith?,
How Can | Resist Evil?, How Can | be Filled with the Holy Spirit?, Does God Heal Today?,
What About the Church?, and more. The course also includes an opportunity for a Day Away.

What should | do next?

Our next course starts March 29th, 2009 at 5:00 PM. Contact the church office at 483.2270 or
office@sugarcreek.org for more information or if you have questions. We'll save a place at the
table for you!



